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Editor’s Word

The Minister for Information and Commu-
nications has stepped into action once again, 
ordering a blog insulting the Prophet to be 
blocked. The case was brought to his attention 
by several citizens, yet his move to block the 
blog has produced many complaints and criti-
cism from others. Complaints were made to 
various internet service providers because in 
blocking the blog the whole site was blocked. 
Criticism was also levelled at the minister for 
restricting freedom of opinion, to the extent 
that he has been likened to a contemporary 
version of Josep Goebbels, the rather evil Nazi 
propaganda minister. The restriction should 
also be criticised because maintaining it is 
equivalent to condoning the censorship of in-
formation by the Minister for Information and 
Communications.  

In addition, this issue revisits several cases 
concerning religious deviance from past edi-
tions. The Hidup Di Balik Hidup/ Life Behind 
Life sect (Cirebon), the Padange Ati/ Joy-
ous Heart sect (Blitar), Sabdo Kusumo sect 
(Kudus), and the Amalan Keagungan Ilahi/
God’s Great Deeds sect (Palembang) have all 
been pronounced deviant by MUI. Sabdo Ku-
sumo’s sect was not only pronounced deviant, 
but all members were also forced to relocate. 

It is more that apparent in this edition 
that the role of MUI has only become larger 
and more pervasive. MUI has handled issues 
concerning deviant sects – with local officials 
 giving all authority to MUI – as well as black 
magic, witchcraft and exhibitions of items said 
to have belonged to the Prophet (usually a po-
lice matter). For these matters collective MUI 
fatwa are trusted more than the individual fat-
wa of village ulama. This is cause for concern, 
given that MUI collectivity has to date tended 
to be destructive, leading to the punishment 
of specific groups or sects and the neglect of 
diversity and of victims’ perspectives. 

                                                   Read more...!

Minister for Information and 
Communications Blocks 
Discriminative Blog
Nurun Nisa’

The Department for Information 
and Communications elected to 
block a blog depicting a figure 

of the Prophet Muhammad. In article 
number 598/M. Kominfo/11/2009, the 
department stated that the blog found 
at the address http://komikxxx.blogspot.
com (as cited at Tempointeraktif) was 
blocked because it contained discrimi-
native elements based on ethnicity, 
 religion, race or affiliation, insulted Is-
lam and featured a picture related to 
Islam that was false.   

The action was taken by the de-
partment in response to a report from 
members of society. “A report made by 
several citizens made us aware of the 
site that featured the cartoon,” the di-
rector of the Communications Center 
Gatot S Dewabroto explained (Tem-
pointeraktif, 24/11). Gatot was reluctant 

to go into more detail as to the report 
he referred to, but what is clear was 
that the cartoon depicted the Prophet 
naked. 

Following the report a circular dated 
November 19 was sent to 15 internet 
service providers (ISP), but not to APJII 
(The Association of Indonesian Internet 
Service Providers). The circular, number 
600/M. Kominfo/11/2009, asked that all 
sites containing the offensive picture 
be blocked for an unspecified length 
of time. The blog would be accessible, 
Gatot continued, when the picture was 
removed. 

The move was based on article 21 
of the Telecommunication Law which 
prohibits anything threatening public 
interest, morality and public order. Arti-
cle 28 of the Electronic Transactions and 
Information Law also prohibits the dis-
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tribution of electronic information that 
discriminates on the basis of ethnicity, 
religion, race or affiliation. It should be 
remembered, Gatot added, that this 
was not the first time the Minister had 
blocked a site for displaying cartoons 
of the Prophet. 

After the block was implemented, 
bloggers using CBN, Smart, Fastnet or 
even Speedy were blocked from the 
domain blogspot. “‘All blogspot blogs 
still inaccessible from Fastnet’. At home 
using CBN it wouldn’t open and I just 
tried at the office, which uses Speedy, 
and it also wouldn’t work,” Enda wrote 
on Twitter (Tempo Interaktif, 23/11). 
Katty, the customer service depart-
ment of First Media, the parent of Fast-
net, received many complaints asking 
why blogspot was inaccessible. Fastnet 
users had been blocked from the site 
since November 22. 

Muhammad Jumadi, Secretary 
General of the Indonesian Telecommu-
nication User Group, argued that the 
Department of Information and Com-
munications could not stop access 
to or restrict a person’s freedom of 
 opinion as expressed in a blog. “This 
has gone too far, we’re worried that 

the operators have misinterpreted the 
Minister’s circular on blocking the blog, 
and actually blocked all freedom of in-
formation,” he said (bisnis.com, 24/11). 
The block contradicted the Minister’s 
presence at the 2009 Blogger Party. At 
the party, themed “One Spirit, One Na-
tion”, Tifatul guaranteed the freedom 
of bloggers to express their opinions 
in the virtual realm. Indonesian blog-
gers are legally allowed to express their 
grudges and criticism, so long they do 
not slander others. “No way, bloggers 
will never go to jail,” Tifatul said (kom-
pas.com, 24/10).

In reality however, as Enda had 
described, all blogs at the blogspot 
domain were blocked. This occurred, 
according to Tempointeraktif, because 
the ISPs blocked the blog address and 
all its contents. Gatot apologised to 
all bloggers who had been inconven-
ienced as a result. The Department of 
Information and Communications has 
spoken to 10 ISPs in efforts to correct 
the issue (23/11). 

Roy Suryo, member of the Commis-
sion for Politics, Security, Foreign Affairs 
and Informatics and Communications, 
supported the block, yet added that to 

date there were no regulations govern-
ing technical and practical guidelines. 
The block, Roy said, was at the moment 
only subjective and from the Minister. 
“I urge the government to immediately 
issue a regulation before too much 
damage is done,” he stressed. 

Minister Tifatul Sembiring acknowl-
edged that he was aware of the com-
plaints. “And we have corrected it, be-
cause I asked that only the specific URL 
be blocked, not the entire blog,” he ex-
plained (Tempointeraktif). 

Complaints were rife on Twitter. 
One of the more vicious, for instance, 
was posted by mayaribosa (Aribowo 
Sangkoyo): “The Nazi now spelled PKS, 
@tifsembiring is the Joseph Goebbels 
of our time!” (Joseph Goebbels be-
ing the rather cruel Nazi propaganda 
minister). For this critique, the minister 
compensated Ari and another tweeps 
(Twitter users) with Nokia E75s, but 
he rejected the phone, saying “I speak 
for the people, not for a Nokia phone,” 
(VIVAnews, 30/11). He felt that rejecting 
the gift from the minister was equiva-
lent to a journalist rejecting a money 
filled envelope, a teacher rejecting a 
bribe, or a waiter rejecting a tip. M

Protest as Sakti Claims to be Apostle
Noor Rohman

As reported by the media, the 
32 year old man known by the 
name Sakti Alexander Sihite de-

clared his status as an apostle on Face-
book. His courage to do so came from 
his belief that apostles are not neces-
sarily prophets. That is, while Prophet 
Muhammad is the final prophet, he 
is not necessarily the final apostle. 
Sakti also claimed to have received in 
a spiritual experience a message that 
he was chosen by God to teach true 
teachings on the oneness of god. “My 
spiritual experiences began in 2005. It 
was the beginning of my journey to 
becoming an apostle. There was a kind 
of energy stimulation,” Sakti explained 
(vivanews.com, 16/ 11/ 2009).  

His blog at http://www.saktisihite.
com/ features a rather practical Q&A 
section to put forward his case for be-
ing an apostle. “Prophet Muhammad, 
as is stated in the Qur’an 33: 40, is the 
final prophet. He is not said to be the 

final apostle. We should not jump to 
the conclusion that there can be no 
more apostles as there is no argument 
to this effect,” he said in response to a 
question concerning the veracity of his 
status given that Prophet Muhammad 
was the final apostle. 

Sakti’s mission is no different to 
other apostles from throughout the 
ages. He is tasked with spreading God’s 
words and inviting humans to perfect 
their submission to Him alone. Believ-
ers can swear allegiance to Sakti by 
taking an oath to avoid sinning and to 
be faithful to the apostle. “I will then ac-
cept your oath of allegiance and ask for 
God’s forgiveness for you,” he wrote in 
a posting titled “Questions on Apostle-
ship” (28/03/09). There is no cost, and 
Sakti does not ask to be reimbursed for 
the things he posts online. He is satis-
fied with the reward he receives from 
the God who has chosen him as a mes-
senger. 

In one posting, he states that to be-
long to a school of thought is a form of 
polytheism. “Having groups or schools 
within religion is a form of polytheism. 
Those who wish to follow the path of 
truth should cleanse themselves from 
the influence of groups/schools. The 
way to do so is to rid oneself of all 
non-Qur’anic teachings (hadith, fatwa 
from imam, unanimous agreements 
reached by ulama, etc) which are 
 products of various schools of thought, 
and then prepare one’s self to accept 
God’s demands as expressed in the 
teachings spread by His messengers. 
This, he stresses in his article “Religion 
without Schools” posted 14 February 
2009, is the fundamental form of “self 
submission”, in Arabic known as “Islam”. 
His argument is based on the Qur’an 
30: 31-32 which states that we are for-
bidden to form groups that go against 
the oneness of God by associating 
Him with other objects or people, and 
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are forbidden to segregate religion as 
those who do so form groups and are 
proud of their own group.

He also states that all good done by 
religious communities Muslims, Jews, 
Christians will be rewarded, so long as 
they stay on the right path, worship-
ing just one God. In Christianity this is 
true for the Unitarian Christians. The 
term “Unitarian” is the antithesis of the 
concept of the “Trinity” followed by 
most Christians. Unitarian Christians 
reject the deifying of Jesus and as such 
are considered deviant by their fellow 
Christians. In Judaism they are known 
as the Karaites, who follow the Torah 
but not the Talmud, the Jewish version 
of the hadith which is the source of re-
ligious deviance. “The essence of being 
religious is to be faithful in the true way, 
and to do good. No matter what name 
a religion is called, so long as one is 
faithful in the right way and does good 
he or she will be rewarded with happi-
ness,” he emphasised in a posting titled 
“The Essence of Religiosity”. 

Sakti also sent a letter to SBY. “Dear 
Mr President, become the first person 
to believe that I am an apostle, and 
lead the people to choose God’s way 

carried by His messenger. Hopefully 
God will send blessings from heaven 
and earth for this nation of ours,” his 
posting “Letter for SBY” dated 2 January 
2009 read. 

As he had predicted, the news of 
his status as apostle sparked protest, 
vile remarks and criticism, as with all 
Prophets before him who struggled 
hard to win the hearts and trust of 
their communities. Sakti believes that 
the community’s response is in line 
with what is stated in the Qur’an, and 
as such he is not afraid of spreading 
news of his status. He constantly re-
ceives criticism and crude remarks on 
his facebook account, which features a 
black background upon which is writ-
ten “Apostle of God Sakti.” In addition to 
the criticism, the Indonesian Council of 
Ulama (MUI) took the matter very seri-
ously and threatened to take the case 
to court. “This is a case of deviance, it 
must be banned and taken to court. 
There are no apostles after Prophet 
Muhammad, as all apostles are also 
definitely prophets. Whereas prophets 
do not necessarily have to be apostles,” 
the director of MUI, KH Ma’ruf Amin, 
said (voa-islam.net, 17/ 11/ 2009). 

Tanjung Priok police in North Ja-
karta eventually opened an investiga-
tion on Sakti, an alumni from the Law 
 Faculty of the University of Indonesia, 
in order to examine whether or not 
he was guilty of religious defamation. 
Local police approached the room he 
rented on Jalan Swasembada Timur XX-
III RT 11/RW 6, Kebon Bawang (17/11), 
only to find that he was not home 
(tempoInteraktif.com 17/ 11/ 2009). Ac-
cording to local witnesses, Sakti had 
left his room with a large suitcase and 
had got into a black Xenia with a Band-
ung police numberplate (metrotvnews.
com 17/ 11/ 2009). 

This kind of case must be resolved 
initially through dialogue, not crimi-
nalisation, so as to prevent members of 
society upset by events from becoming 
violent. Religion and belief are part of 
an individual’s private affairs, and thus 
present no problem so long as they 
do not disturb the existence of oth-
ers. The general public should not be 
easily influenced by the “religious devi-
ance” issue, as this may just be one way 
to distract attention away from certain 
national issues that the political elite 
does not wish to have to address.  M

Judicial Review of Religious Blasphemy Law 
Alamsyah M. Dja’far and Nurun Nisa’

A number of NGO activists and 
 figures advocating tolerance 
and pluralism in the nation at-

tended the first session of the judicial 
review of Law No 1 PNPS/1965 on Pre-
vention of Religious Defamation and/
or Abuse in the Constitutional Court 
on Jalan Medan Merdeka Barat, Ja-
karta, on Tuesday (17/11). The hearing, 
held in the Plenary Session Room, was 
 attended by eight lawyers of the Reli-
gious Freedom Advocacy Team (TAKB), 
acting as the legal attorney of a number 
of human rights activists and NGOs.

These NGOs include Imparsial (Ini-
tiative Association of a Participative 
Society for Transition to Justice), Elsam 
(Foundation for Community Advoca-
cy and Studies), PBHI (Union of Legal 
Aid and Human Rights Associations), 
 Demos (Association of Democracy 

and Human Rights Study Centers), The 
Equal Society Association, Desantara 
Foundation, and YLBHI (Indonesian 
Legal Aid Foundation). Represented 
individuals include former (and sadly 
recently deceased) Indonesian Presi-
dent KH Abdurrahman Wahid, Prof Dr 
Musdah Mulia, Prof M Dawan Rahardjo, 
and KH Maman Imanul Haq.

In the 62 page draft submitted to 
the judges’ council, the team stressed 
that the law contradicted the princi-
ple of “Rule of Law” as stated in arti-
cle 1 verse 3 of the 1945 constitution. 
The law was also formed in a state of 
emergency and as such should only 
have been temporarily effective. The 
 claimant also emphasised that the law 
contradicts article 28E verses 1 and 2, 
article 28I verse 1, and article 29 verse 
2 of the constitution concerning the 

rights to freedom of religion, belief and 
opinion in accordance with their con-
science. These rights are protected in 
several international conventions, spe-
cifically article 18 the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights (UDHR) and 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) which Indonesia 
ratified with Law No. 12/2005. Choirul 
Anam, one a TAKB member, urged that 
the PNPS be annulled, leaving article 
28E and article 29 verse 2 of the consti-
tution to regulate religious freedom. 

The team also included in the draft 
the names of several people who have 
been charged with violating the arti-
cle, such as Arswendo Amowiloto for 
 publishing poll results in the tabloid 
Monitor which placed Nabi Muhammad 
11th, Lia Eden as leader of Salamullah, 
Ardi Husain for his publication of the 
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Dozens of ulama from Formasi 
(Islamic Syariah Congress Fo-
rum) approached the Depok 

police station (21/11) to express sup-
port for police after they shot dead 
Subagyo, an angkot (city transport van) 
driver, during a police raid. 

Ahmad Syaifuddin, action coordi-
nator, said that all ulama in Depok sup-
ported police when it came to eradi-
cating gambling, alcohol, drugs, and 
prostitution. 

“We support the police and their 
network in eradicating all forms of vice 
and in enforcing the Alcohol Regula-
tion No. 6/2008. We also ask that the 
police chief enforce the Pornography 
Law,” Syaifuddin said (okezone.com, 
21/11). 

Ten members of the police that 
the ulama were defending are being 
sentenced in a disciplinary hearing 
for failing to undertake correct proce-
dures. A pistol and Rp 36,000 betting 
money were produced as evidence. 
Deputy Chief of Depok Police, Police 
Chief Comissioner Ahmad Subarkah 
acted as the chairman of the hearing, 
while Chief of Depok Police, Police 
Chief Comissioner Joko Suryono and 
Chief of Limo Police Criminal Investi-
gation Unit were witnesses. The ac-
cused, including Briptu IS who pulled 
the trigger, were accompanied by the 
Vice Chief of Limo Police Criminal In-
vestigation Unit, Police Commissioner 
Subandi. 

The shooting had taken place 

when Limo police raided gamblers 
in an empty house in Pangkalan 25. 
Subagyo, a D102 angkot driver on the 
Limo–Lebak Bulus line was found play-
ing domino cards for money with four 
work mates. Police forced their way 
into the room, shouting warnings to 
those inside. Not long after as many as 
three gunshots rang out, followed by 
screams of pain. “I heard three shots 
from outside,” said Ari, a witness and 
friend of the victim (Tempointeraktif, 
17/11). Ari and another friend of the 
driver were upset and demanded 
that the case be resolved completely 
– something which Formasi members 
may well ignore.

M

Ulama Defends Police in Eradicating Gambling 
Nurun Nisa’

book Gelap Menuju Terang 2/Through 
the Darkness to the Light 2 (MGMT2), 
Sumardin for whistling while praying, 
and Yusman Roy for his bilingual pra-
ying. The team argued that these cases 
showed distortion of the elements of 
religious defamation. “Those who com-
piled the law intended to protect the 
purity of religion from crime, and not 
the religious freedom of individual ad-
herents,” they explained.

In the initial investigative hearing 
number 140/PUU-VII/2009, judge Dr 
Harjono said that the team’s demands 
lacked focus, suggesting that it might 
be better if they focused on article 1 
of Law No. 1/PNPS/1965, which reads: 
“Every person is forbidden from inten-
tionally and in public, discussing, recom-
mending or mobilizing public support to 
interpret a religion followed in Indonesia 
or to facilitate activities that resemble the 
religious activities of that religion, where 
these interpretations or activities deviate 
from the primary teachings of that reli-
gion.”

Subsequent articles refer back to 
this primary article. Another judge, 
Prof Dr Achmad Sodiki, commented 
on how cases concerning deviant ac-
tivities or interpretations would be re-

solved should the article be annulled 
for the sake of law. He felt that should 
the article be annulled there would be 
no legal foundation on which to bring 
those guilty of religious defamation to 
justice. This view was further reinforced 
by the chairman of the hearing, Dr H 
M Arsyad Sanusi. “Then what’s the way 
out if people defame every religion 
recognised by the Indonesian govern-
ment?” he asked. The hearing, which 
began at 10.00 was closed by 11.10, 
with the chairman requesting that the 
claimant improve their case within two 
weeks. 

In the following hearing (02/12), 
TAKB submitted their revised case. 
They had revised the substance and 
evidence of the case, and had created 
a matrix of problematic articles and 
their connection with the constitu-
tion. “We have revised it, and will later 
submit it to the judges’ council,” Uli 
Parulian Sihombing explained to the 
judges’ council, which consisted of Prof 
Dr Achmad Sodiki (head), Dr Harjono 
(member), and Dr Muhammad Alim 
(member). 

Generally speaking the substance of 
the case was much the same to the ini-
tial hearing. It asked for constitutional 

judges to review the PNPS, and asked 
that it be revoked, except for article 4 
156a point B, as this point sets out the 
sanctions for those who take action to 
ensure others follow no religion. 

TAKB also proposed presenting a 
witness via teleconference, but the 
head of the judges’ council refused 
to grant the request, suggesting that 
the witness be registered first with the 
court clerk. This second hearing ended 
at 13.23, after beginning more or less 
half an hour earlier. 

Hasyim Muzadi, general director of 
NU headquarters, does not agree with 
the move to annul article 156a. He even 
asked the constitutional court to reject 
the application for judicial review, argu-
ing that should it be revoked anyone 
would be free to defame religion in the 
name of democracy and human rights. 
“When the problem’s not even there. 
The real problem is because religions 
always defend their teachings,” Hasyim 
said (Jawa Pos, 19/11). Hasyim is also 
concerned that not having the law 
would increase the number of people 
claiming to be new prophets or an-
gels. He even goes so far to accuse the 
movement of being an atheist move-
ment. M
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Saint Mary’s Church Sue over Cancellation of Permit 
Nurun Nisa’

The Church and Charity Board of 
the Kristus Raja Catholic Church 
filed a legal suit with the State 

Administrative Court against the can-
cellation by the Purwakarta Regent 
Dedi Mulyadi of the building permit is-
sued to Saint Mary’s Church.

The suit, according to lawyer Lion N 
Supriatna, was filed because the can-
cellation of the building permit was 
not based on any clear reason and vio-
lated human rights. 

“The cancellation was a result of 
pressure from certain parties who said 
that we had violated the regulations 
and had manipulated data. However, 
we have fulfilled all necessary proce-
dures and have even received the sup-
port of the local community,” Lion said 
(Kompas, 11/11).

Lion, a legal expert at Parahyangan 
University, feels that the cancellation 
was not in line with any regulations. 
“We had not got around to beginning 
the construction when permission was 
revoked,” he said. The Purwakarta local 
regulation on building permits – as ap-
pears on the official Purwakarta web-
site – mentions that permits issued are 
no longer effective if after more than 
6 months since the date of issue no 
progress has been made towards com-

pleting construction. If construction is 
expected to begin after this time pe-
riod, applicants are required to submit 
for another permit. The permit for Saint 
Mary’s Church was issued on April 8, 
2009 and cancelled on October 16. 

Lion also argues that the cancella-
tion has violated human rights because 
it has continued to force 175 people to 
worship in a building owned by one 
of the factories in the area. “The 1945 
constitution guarantees the right of 
religious communities to worship. The 
violation of this right makes this a clear 
violation of human rights,” he added. 

While Lion may see the case as 
one of building permits and human 
rights, the government sees it more as 
a case of failing to fulfil requirements 
that must be met in order to establish 
a place of worship in accordance with 
the joint regulations of the Minister of 
Internal Affairs and the Minister of Reli-
gious Affairs No 8 and 9 of 2006, name-
ly having the support of 60 locals. The 
church had secured this support, as 
reported in the Monthly Report edition 
24, but a field investigation found that 
the number had shrunk. It is suspected 
that a hardline Islamic group had ma-
nipulated people so that several who 
had already given their support to the 

construction of the church quickly 
withdrew it. 

Head of the Legal Section of the 
Local Secretariat of the Purwakarta 
government, Muhamad Rifai, stated 
that the permit was cancelled after 
they had checked the figures in the 
field with the Purwakarta Forum for 
Religious Harmony (FKUB) and other 
community elements. “It turned out 
that there were fewer citizens in sup-
port of the construction than we had 
been told,” he explained after the in-
vestigation. His department is ready to 
face the long anticipated suit filed by 
the church. 

Rifai also mentioned that his de-
partment had faced a tough dilemma 
from the beginning: if permission was 
granted then the department would 
be attacked by the Islamic Defenders 
Front, yet if permission was cancelled, 
they would have to face the church. 

At the time of writing, the court 
case was still underway. Information 
received suggests that the third hear-
ing was held on Thursday (17/12) in 
which the Regent presented his de-
fence to the counterplea of the Saint 
Mary Church’s lawyer. 

             M

Cirebon MUI: HDH is Deviant
Badrus Samsul Fata

Commotion broke out once 
again in Cirebon as a new devi-
ant sect emerged. An initial re-

port by residents of Cirebon who felt 
disturbed by the spread of apparently 
deviant HDH teachings quickly led to 
Cirebon MUI and the local Depart-
ment of Religious Affairs establishing 
an investigative team to clarify the ru-
mour. The team coordinated directly 
with local police. At the same time, 
Cirebon Police Chief, Chief Police Com-
missioner  Drs Sufyan Syarif, confirmed 
that there had been reports about the 
suspected deviance of the HDH sect 
(present in Se¬dong, Lemahabang 
and Babakan) that was disturbing 

Cirebon residents. He immediately as-
signed police to investigate the matter 
(Pos Kota, 20/11/2009). 

Separately, the Investigative Com-
mission team from Cirebon MUI and 
the Department of Religious Affairs 
also coordinated with the Cirebon 
government. After input from Cirebon 
MUI, Cirebon Regent Dedi Suparyadi 
immediately asked Bakorpakem to 
take steps towards resolving the case. 
Dedi added that if it was proven that 
the sect was disrupting society then 
quick action must be taken, but of 
course, by Bakorpakem (Radar Cirebon, 
19/11/2009).  

The initial report by Cirebon resi-

dents about HDH’s deviance from 
mainstream Islamic teachings made 
mention of several deviations: first, the 
HDH leader known as Kusnanto bin 
Amin claimed to be able to communi-
cate directly with God; second, Kusnan-
to claimed to have once met with the 
Prophet and the angels; third, Kusnanto 
claimed to be able to witness purga-
tory and help them; fourth, Kusnanto 
claimed in front of his congregation 
to have once travelled to Heaven and 
Hell; fifth, Kusnanto does not believe 
in the Prophet’s mercy; and sixth, Ku-
snanto teaches an improper way of 
praying, as he adds the name of the 
HDH founder at the end of confession 
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Serang MUI Summons Exhibition Committee Members
Nurun Nisa’

Serang MUI has summoned the 
organizing committee for the ex-
hibition of items formerly belong-

ing to the Prophet held on the ground 
floor of the Ramayana Mall in Serang. 
Exhibited items included sandals, 
swords, bow and arrows, sticks, and an 
imprint of Muhammad’s footprint.

“I received many complaints 
from the community, why were they 
 exhibited in a shopping centre as if 

indeed they were the Prophet’s pos-
sessions,” asked KH Mahmudi, head of 
Serang MUI (Kompas.com, 24/11). The 
committee was summoned to ascer-
tain what the intention was behind the 
exhibition and whether the items were 
genuine. Questions were also asked 
about why all visitors to the exhibi-
tion were required to give Rp 10,000, 
 apparently for social activities and reli-
gious propagation. 

The organisers explained that the 
items were duplicates obtained from 
Turkey after waiting three years for per-
mission. MUI eventually allowed the ex-
hibition to continue, with the provision 
that all brochures, banners and other 
forms of advertisement explained that 
the items were “duplicates, not original”. 
The police, KH Mahmudi believed, had 
also sought clarification from the or-
ganising committee. M

of faith (Cirebon Pos, 19/11/2009).
The Fatwa Commission of Cirebon 

MUI and several teams from the local 
government immediately held several 
meetings. The first, on November 
23, 2009, was to follow up on the re-
port from Leuwihdinding residents of 
Lemahabang district. Held in the Lema-
habang hall, the meeting was aimed at 
gathering information related to HDH 
movements. Present were representa-
tives from the Lemahabang Regional 
Council, the Lemahabang Office of Re-
ligious Affairs, village officials and com-
munity leaders from Leuwihdinding 
(Radar Cirebon, 24/11/2009). 

During the meeting, Maksum, a Leu-
wihdinding resident mentioned that 
the HDH sect seemed to be unusual 
because sermons were never held in 
the mosque, but were held in a closed 
manner in the houses of congregants. 
Cirebon MUI also examined the HDH 
guide book titled “Dialog Ali-Kusnan/
The Ali-Kusnan Dialogue” which the 
sect uses as a legal basis (Radar Cirebon, 
24/11/2009). 

The second meeting took place 
on November 25, with MUI summon-
ing the Leuwihdinding HDH commu-
nity to the Lemahabang District Office. 
Head of Cirebon MUI, K H Dja’far Aqiel 
Siradj talked directly with HDH con-
gregants. The meeting, which began 
at 10.00am, was attended by about 
10 HDH members, although the three 
leaders (Rohasan, Warsun Miharja, and 
Aman) chose not to attend (Pos Kota, 
26/11/2009). 

The HDH members in attendance 
were rather closed, only answering 
when asked to explain the teachings 
and practices of their religious teachings. 
The meeting was a closed meeting so 
as to avoid misunderstandings with 
locals, and was aimed at gathering in-
formation about the everyday experi-
ences of HDH members. The meeting 
was facilitated by the District Head of 
Lemahabang, Drs Dadi Koepriyadi, and 
was directly monitored by Acting Chief 
of Lemahabang Police, Aiptu Sudar-
man (Pos Kota, 26/11/2009).

A third meeting was held on No-
vember 26, in which the MUI Fatwa 
Commission summoned the HDH 
leaders who had failed to attend the 
previous meeting. Cirebon MUI had yet 
to make a decision as to whether HDH 
was deviant, and so during the meeting, 
held at the Cirebon MUI office, 5 HDH 
members and HDH leaders were asked 
to provide further information about 
HDH teachings. The local HDH leaders 
had no knowledge, as they only fol-
lowed the religious practices taught by 
Mudjoni, the central leader replacing 
Kusnanto bin Amir, who resides Bekasi, 
West Java (Inilah.com, 27/11/2009).    

  Unfortunately, the meeting was to 
have bitter consequences for the HDH 
congregation, as on November 27 the 
Lemahabang District Head in coordina-
tion with the police, local military com-
mand and the Luewihdinding govern-
ment issued a letter or warning to all 
HDH members to stop all group activi-
ties and worship while awaiting a fatwa 

from MUI. The ban on activities was re-
inforced with an Army patrol under the 
command of the Sindanglaut military 
commander, Infantry Captain Oding 
Setiadi (Radar Cirebon, 28/11/2009). 

During the Cirebon MUI Commis-
sion’s hearing on December 1, H Mukhli-
sin Muzarie stated through the head 
of the Legal and Legislative Section of 
Cirebon MUI that Cirebon MUI would 
urge Central MUI to immediately issue 
a formal fatwa concerning the state of 
HDH and Surga ADN. Despite this, Cire-
bon MUI had already declared the two 
sects as deviant and forbade anyone to 
join them. The reason for this decision 
was that both teach beliefs that are not 
based on the words of the Qur’an and 
hadith, and do not use exegesis and 
Arabic to translate the Qur’an (Radar 
Cirebon, 04/12/2009).

This fatwa was also passed on to the 
central and all provincial branches of 
MUI. According to the head of Cirebon 
MUI, KH Dja’far Shodiq Aqiel Siradj, the 
Cirebon MUI’s fatwa of deviance would 
be further strengthened by a similar 
fatwa from pentral and provincial MUI 
branches. In addition head of the Fat-
wa Section, KH Bachruddin Yusuf, stat-
ed that the conclusions reached by the 
Cirebon MUI Investigative Commission 
concerning the deviance of HGH and 
Surga ADN teachings were based on 
information from community mem-
bers and HDH congregants (Radar Cire-
bon, 07/12/2009).  

M
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Serang MUI has summoned the 
organizing committee for the ex-
hibition of items formerly belong-

ing to the Prophet held on the ground 
floor of the Ramayana Mall in Serang. 
Exhibited items included sandals, 
swords, bow and arrows, sticks, and an 
imprint of Muhammad’s footprint.

“I received many complaints 
from the community, why were they 
 exhibited in a shopping centre as if 

indeed they were the Prophet’s pos-
sessions,” asked KH Mahmudi, head of 
Serang MUI (Kompas.com, 24/11). The 
committee was summoned to ascer-
tain what the intention was behind the 
exhibition and whether the items were 
genuine. Questions were also asked 
about why all visitors to the exhibi-
tion were required to give Rp 10,000, 
 apparently for social activities and reli-
gious propagation. 

The organisers explained that the 
items were duplicates obtained from 
Turkey after waiting three years for per-
mission. MUI eventually allowed the ex-
hibition to continue, with the provision 
that all brochures, banners and other 
forms of advertisement explained that 
the items were “duplicates, not original”. 
The police, KH Mahmudi believed, had 
also sought clarification from the or-
ganising committee. M

Sabdo Kusumo’s Sect Accused of Deviance and Evicted
Nurun Nisa’

The Sabdo Kusumo sect, which 
has been suspected of devi-
ance, emerged some time ago 

in Kauman, Kudus. Sabdo Kusumo, the 
leader of the sect, resides nearby Me-
nara Kudus, which was built by Sunan 
Kudus. The man, who was given the 
name Kusmanto Sujono at birth (some 
 sources say just Sujono) has been ac-
cused of spreading Islamic teachings 
that deviate from mainstream teach-
ings. He has for instance altered the 
confession of faith, from “Asyhadu 
anna Muhammadan Rasulullah” (I 
bear witness that Muhammad is the 
 messenger of God) to “Asyahadu anna 
Sabdo Kusumo Rasulullah” (I bear wit-
ness that Sabdo Kusumo is the mes-
senger of God).

This information is based on reports 
from a former Sabdo Kusumo (SK) 
 follower, to be referred to hereby as Mn. 
Mn stated that initially SK teachings 
were limited to tarekat (Sufi) teachings 
aimed at the pursuit of truth. However, 
eventually Sabdo’s teachings changed, 
deviating from Islamic law. “One of the 
main things was the change in the 
confession of faith. Sabdo changed it 
to Asyahadu anna Sabdo Kusumo Rasu-
lullah,” Mn, a resident of Peganjaran ex-
plained (wawasandigital.com, 11/11). 

In addition, Mn continued, Sabdo 
claimed that his spirituality has reached 
the very essence of spirituality itself 
and that now he has integrated with 
God, in a condition often referred to as 
Manunggaling Kawulo Gusti (the unity 
of God and His creation). Because of 
his spiritual enlightenment, all regular 
practices that are compulsory in Islam 
such as praying, fasting and paying 
zakat are irrelevant. Mn eventually left 
the sect because he felt uncomfortable 
with the still large numbers of people, 
about 60, who remained members of 
the sect. 

Further information was received 
from the Menara Team. The team, 
formed in mid 2008 failed to find any-
thing out of the ordinary when they 
first investigated SK. Their initial interest 
in the sect was because they were pro-
voked by SK’s arrogance, who claimed 

to have control over all kiai in Java. The 
Menara Team then invited SK leaders to 
meet, but failed to discover anything 
strange. Then one day the team, con-
sisting of Menara residents and board 
members of the Menara Foundation, 
found some startling information in 
an attachment to the small book Surat 
Yasin/The Book of Yasin. The book, dis-
tributed on the anniversary of Raden 
Sutawinata bin Pangeran Natagiri (Su-
nan Gunung Jati)’s ninth death, stated 
that SK was Sunan Gunung Djati’s des-
cendent. However, after confronting 
Keraton Ka¬noman Cirebon with the 
information, SK’s name was no longer 
in the book. “But R Sumawinata’s grave 
is located there (Cirebon, Ed.),” said 
representative from the Menara Team, 
Maesah Agni, (Radar Kudus, 12/11). 

The genealogy is rather impor-
tant, as Sujono aka Kusmanto Su-
jono, according to relative Suparman, 
changed his name to Sabdo Kusumo 
after travelling through West Java and 
discovering that he was a descendant 
of Raden Syarif Hidayatullah or Sunan 
Gunung Jati, as son of Raden Sumawi-
nata to one of his mistresses. Raden 
Sumawinata possessed supernatu-
ral powers. That is, he had died seven 
times, and had risen from the dead 
seven times in different forms. He is the 
reincarnation of several men, including 
Pangeran Sobo Kingking alias Raden 
Masduki, Pangeran Jayakarta (Jakarta), 
Ki Bajang Angke (Banten), Eling Keda 
(Surabaya), Syekh Damarsih (Mage-
lang), Eyang Sakti (Jakarta), and lastly 
Raden Sumawinata. 

Things only became stranger when 
a photocopy of Sabdo Kusumo’s book 
of teachings was found. It not only ex-
plained the genealogy of SK but what 
really angered the team was that SK 
used the names of great kiai such as KH 
Sya’roni Achmadi, KH Dullah Salam (KH 
Abdullah Salam), and KH Ma’ruf Asnawi 
to legitimate his teachings.

The Menara Team also gathered 
information as to the deviance of SK 
teachings from five books, a number of 
guides on SK teachings and statutory 
declarations signed by nine former SK 

members. Deviant teachings included 
SK’s claim to have been invited by the 
Prophet to paradise and then implying 
that he was the putuning cahyaning 
Muhammad (Muhammad’s favourite 
grandson); several different interpreta-
tions of the Qur’an such as interpreta-
tion of the verse Alif Lam Mim to mean 
mother and father; and the presence of 
syahadat ma’rifatullah which states that 
SK is God’s messenger as the messiah. 

Several SK members, Maesah con-
tinued, took the oath naked. “Yeah, 
there were several who swore the 
oath naked. Males and females alike,” 
he added. Sometimes the ceremony 
was held in the mountains or other de-
serted places with participants naked, 
even when both males and females 
were present. It is expected that this 
immoral practice will be dealt with le-
gally. 

Followers were further promised 
that they would go to heaven for seven 
generations before and after the birth 
of SK. It was this that led the Menara 
Team to draw the conclusion that 
there was a strong suspicion the sect 
was deviant. “Based on the handwrit-
ten, signed and sealed statements of 
 several witnesses, the SK sect is strongly 
suspected of having deviated from Is-
lam,” he concluded. Evidence was then 
submitted to local police for process-
ing, and police were asked to protect 
the witnesses. 

Quite clearly this sect, which differs 
significantly from the Islam which is 
generally followed by the community, 
has attracted much attention, or ac-
cording to Maesah has caused much 
unrest. “The presence of the SK sect has 
disturbed the Kudus community. It is 
only fitting that the community wants 
police to immediately investigate ac-
cusations that the sect is deviant,” he 
said (Kompas.com, 12/11). SK was not 
only summoned by police but also by 
the Department of Religious Affairs.

SK denied the accusations to the 
Department of Religious Affairs. Ac-
cording to the director of the Islamic 
Education and Community Empower-
ment Section of the Department of Re-
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ligious Affairs, Suhadi, Sabdo Kusumo 
did not admit to spreading a deviant 
version of the confession of faith. “He 
also denied having produced a guide. 
He only admitted that based on his ge-
nealogy he was still related to Sunan 
Gunung Djati,” he said (ANTARA News). 
As for Kiai Sya’roni’s involvement, Su-
hadi stated that he had only correct-
ed incorrect quotes from the Qur’an, 
such as spelling errors [in the guide] 
( Cybernews, 12/10).   

After his interview Sabdo Kusumo 
also told journalists the same thing, 
that he had not distributed a guide 
that contained a different confession of 
faith. He argued that the idea was slan-
derous. “I actually want to find out who 
produced the book that contains the 
deviant confession of faith and that has 
been spread around,” he said (ANTARA 
News, 12/11), arguing that he could 
not read or write Arabic, and has had 
no interest in Arabic. The guide, titled 
Lempiran Sabdaning Suma Kaweruh 
Sangkan Paraning Dumadi Ngalam 
Sermataning Gusti Hyang Maha Agung, 
is only right in one thing: that SK is a 
descendent from his father Raden 
Sumawinata and one of his mistress’. 

It just so happened that Abdul 
Kholiq admitted to producing the book 
with Abdul Latif “Producing the book 
was a request from Raden Sumawinata 
before he died,” he explained. It took 
nearly three years because the author 
had to meet a number of Javanese 
elders spread throughout various re-
gions in Indonesia. Kholiq confirmed 
that SK could not read and write Ara-
bic, but he added that SK had a very 
good memory. 

His wife, Sri Anakul Unsa, said that 
her husband, whose national iden-
tity card was still from Terban village 
in Jekulo, was not anything like the 
accusations being levelled at him. “My 
husband has never led sermons and 
has no students. He only protects a 
corporation in Terban Jekulo, which 
has dozens of members. We also own a 
business in dressmaking and recycled 
paper and fund the Putra Kusuma Co-
operative in Kudus,” she said (NU Online, 
13/11). Members of the corporation or 
others who have business problems 
often ask her husband for advice. She 
also confirms that her husband is a de-
scendent of Sunan Gunung Jati, and 

cannot read or write Arabic. 
The vice regent of Kudus, Boediono, 

stated that the entire case concerning 
the emergence of SK had been left in 
the hands of MUI. “We’ve handed eve-
rything over to MUI”, he said (Radar 
Kudus, 13/11). Nevertheless, he had 
recently assembled all FKUB members 
under his leadership. He does, how-
ever, hope that the situation in Kudus 
continues to be safe and conducive. 

MUI eventually stamped the SK sect 
deviant with declaration number K.30/
MUI/XI/2009. The declaration was a re-
sult of findings made during a meeting 
at the National Security and Integrity 
Office (09/11) concerning suspected 
SK teachings, such as the altered con-
fession of faith. However, Kudus MUI 
hoped that authorities would follow 
up on the findings in order to prevent 
slander and to seek clarification from 
those involved as to whether or not SK 
was truly propagating such teachings. 
“Once again, this is to prevent slander,” 
explained KH Syafiq Nashan, director of 
Kudus MUI. 

Several days later, dozens of 
 villagers from Kauman approached the 
local police office to ask police to stop 
the propagation of Sabdo Kusumo 
 teachings, arguing that MUI had 
 already made a declaration as to where 
it stood on the matter (13/11). This was 
the second time locals had protested, 
the first protest having been held by 
a number of Kudus Banser members 
at the Simpang Tujuh square, nearby 
the regent’s office at about 14.30. The 
attempt had been unsuccessful how-
ever, due to heavy rain.  

Locals also asked that SK members 
be moved out of Menara to, according 
to Mahesa, “enable the Menara Kudus 
area to become once again a centre for 
Islamic development,” (ANTARA News, 
13/11). In addition, they were hopeful 
that the legal process concerning the 
sect would run professionally, objec-
tively and quickly so as not to drag on. 
After a meeting with several parties at 
the Kudus National Security and Integ-
rity Office (16/11)—including MUI, the 
public prosecutor, police, local military 
command, Department of Religious 
Affairs, and SK—Sabdo’s group ex-
pressed their willingness to move from 
the Menara region. Mahesa said that all 
parties were still waiting for SK to take 

a proactive approach, “because the 
Sabdo group has only expressed their 
thoughts concerning the request of 
Kauman locals who want them to leave 
the village,” (ANTARA News, 18/11). 

The dean of the Psychology Faculty 
of Muria Kudus University, Widjanarko, 
said that the Sabdo Kusumo issue 
should be resolved completely, not 
just through relocation. “If the sub-
stance of the issue is not completely 
resolved, then we’re just moving the 
whole problem to a different place,” 
he explained (ANTARA News, 21/11). 
He argued that resolution of the case 
would not occur if a frontal approach 
was taken, or by evicting Sabdo. It 
could only be resolved through a per-
sonal approach. If indeed evidence was 
found that SK’s presence was upsetting 
society, then it would be best for the is-
sue to be localised so as to avoid spark-
ing the emotions of the wider commu-
nity.

The release of MUI’s fatwa did not 
mean that the issue had been resolved, 
and thus locals sought another path to 
take. They asked local police to examine 
the guide book that was going around. 
They did so because the book indi-
cated that SK teachings were not in 
 accordance with Islamic doctrine in 
general, especially in regards to the 
confession of faith, which Kauman lo-
cals felt had been changed. 

“There needs to be a review of a 
number of guides belonging to the 
Sabdo Kusumo group even if they 
don’t contain the changed confession 
of faith in order to ensure that the case 
does not drag on and on,” one repre-
sentative from the Menara Kudus com-
plex, Nadjib Hassan, explained (ANTARA 
News, 12/11). According to this director 
of the Sunan Kudus Grave, Minaret 
and Mosque Foundation, the review 
of these guide books need not involve 
experts to examine the writing. There 
would be, according to Nadjib, a sense 
of lying and deception if authorities 
were too diligent. 

Head of Kudus Criminal Investi-
gation Unit, First Inspector Suwardi, 
announced that police had already 
asked 10 witnesses thought to possess 
information in regards to the Sabdo 
Kusumo group for their account of the 
group. The results pointed the finger 
at Sabdo Kusumo. “It is clear that the 
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Padange Ati Sect Disbanded 
Nurun Nisa’

The Padange Ati (PA) sect in Mbiluk, 
Nganglik, Srengat, Blitar has been 
suspected of deviance. Accusa-

tions were made by MUI who felt PA 
followers underwent a change in atti-
tude after joining the sect. For instance, 
they neglected praying, even though 
claiming to be Muslim. Structured 
prayer times were considered to only 
be followed by those who do not fully 
understand religion. In addition, the 
hajj was seen as a lavish and wasteful 
activity. The sect also practiced rituals 
that resembled Sufism and mysticism 
in Islam. Members meditated by ut-
tering the name of God in accordance 
with their individual beliefs. Muslims 
would utter Allah, Christians would ut-
ter God and Jesus, and Hindus or Bud-
dhists would use the term Sang Hyang 
Widhi (God the Almighty). 

Contributions by PA members also 
raised questions. “What is the money 
for? If it’s for alluring people it definitely 
violates regulations,” said Ahmad Su’udi, 
director of Blitar MUI (Surya, 09/11), 
without indicating which regulations 
he was referring to. However he admit-
ted that he was not willing to confirm 
the accusations of deviance. 

These factors seem to indicate that 
the PA sect may well have developed 
from the AMS sect (Enter Paradise Sect) 
led by Suliyani who repented a year 
ago. “Temporary results show that this 
25-member sect has deviated from Is-
lamic doctrine. And the teachings they 
practice are exactly the same as Suliya-
ni’s AMS teachings,” Ahmad Su’udi, also 
an employee at the Blitar Social Agency, 

explained (detiksurabaya.com, 08/11). 
In response to the matter, the gene-
ral secretary of East Java MUI, Imam 
Tabrani, commented “Deviant sects 
tend to emphasise money. Members 
are required to make contributions on 
a regular basis. This was also the case 
with PA.” The emergence of deviant 
sects, Imam said, was a way for leaders 
to get their hands on money.  

However Jono, PA leader, denied 
this. “That’s not true. I also pray like 
Muslims. PA is just an individual way to 
find peace in one’s heart,” he said. PA rit-
uals, he continued, involve meditation 
on manunggaling kawulo gusti, in ac-
cordance with the individual beliefs of 
members. Jono also denied the mon-
etary contributions from PA members. 
It was only a form of alms, he argued. 
He also stressed that PA teachings had 
developed within only one family, and 
were a perfection of the teachings 
about truth that he had obtained from 
Yahmin, his deceased father.

On the other hand, Jono confirmed 
that he was a PA member and also ad-
mitted that he had once studied under 
Suliyani, the leader of AMS. “But I didn’t 
violate or ignore Islamic teachings, and 
the proof of this is that my identity card 
still says I’m Muslim,” he said (Surya, 
09/11).

Police then issued a summons, in 
order to determine exactly what be-
liefs the sect followed, whether it came 
from the AMS sect, and whether it was 
only present in Ngaglik, Srengat or had 
spread to other areas. 

The move was intended to ensure 

that the region remain safe and secure, 
as there was a high possibility that 
news of the sect would trigger social 
unrest. “We need to be wary of it. We’re 
trying not to let misperceptions deve-
lop within society,” explained Srengat 
Police Chief, Police Commissioner Hari 
M. He stressed that the summons were 
only to confirm the information and 
testimonies taken from people claim-
ing to be PA members. 

The ensuing meeting (09/11) un-
covered information from PA members 
in regards to their monetary contribu-
tions. On average they would deposit 
Rp 100,000-300,000 for charity. The 
money would be given sincerely and 
had never been a problem for mem-
bers. This information from PA mem-
bers and other witnesses corrected all 
accusations that PA was in violation of 
the law. Jono also took the opportunity 
to deny strong claims that the sect was 
deviant. 

“Whether it is deviant or not is a 
matter for the authorised parties,” Hari 
explained. Determining whether PA 
was misleading or deviant or not, Hari 
continued, would depend on inves-
tigation undertaken by MUI and the 
public prosecutor. 

Eventually PA was disbanded by the 
Blitar National Integrity and Security 
Agency. Agus Pramono said that the 
move was based on results from the in-
vestigation that indicated that PA was 
a splinter group from AMS and thus 
had to be regulated. This was based on 
a written declaration from the leader 
of AMS. Suliyani had also written that 

guide book composed by Abdul Latih 
and Abdul Kholiq was produced with 
Sabdo Kusumo’s full knowledge,” he 
said, adding that if it was deemed to 
sufficiently confirm Sabdo’s involve-
ment then Sabdo Kusumo would be 
investigated. 

At the same time as the police in-
vestigation was underway, dozens 
of SK followers repented, including 
Margono (40), a Sabdo member from 
 Karanganyar village in Demak, who 

pubically repented on Friday (04/12). 
“During the three years that I have at-
tended their sermons, I did not en-
counter anything weird or any deviant 
teachings. But after swearing allegiance 
by reading out a confession of faith dif-
ferent to that in Islam, I began to reflect 
and blame myself, until eventually I re-
pented,” Margono said (ANTARA News, 
06/12). Margono, a calligraphy busi-
nessman from Demak, expressed hope 
that a number of SK members would 

repent immediately, as the sect’s teach-
ings were clearly not in accordance 
with Islamic teachings. 

The drama took on a new twist one 
week later (12/12), when a number of 
former SK members who had repented 
approached and attacked Sabdo Ku-
sumo’s house, as it was thought he was 
behind a terrorising sms message that 
they had received. 

M
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he was prepared to return to the true 
Islam. This declaration was expected 
to make PA members understand and 
also want to return to the true Islam. “PA 
is a splinter from AMS, so we will make 
everyone aware of this, and ensure that 
the community knows so that they are 
no longer disturbed by the group,” 
Agus added (Duta Masyarakat, 16/11). 
He also confirmed that his department 
would try to persuade PA followers by 
not immediately taking legal action 
against them. 

Head of the Intelligence Section of 
the Blitar Public Prosecutor’s Office M 
Riza Wisnu said that PA teachings were 
spiritual teachings, or a faith. “There is 
no legal basis upon which to take ac-
tion against PA members. But because 
the case has caused social unrest we 
will counsel them, leading them back 
to teachings that are in accordance 
with and are legally recognised by the 
government,” Riza explained (okezone.
com, 10/11). 

On a previous occasion Riza had 
stated that AMS and other similar sects 
represented groups of people who 
practiced spiritual activities, and thus it 

was difficult to take legal action against 
them. “It’s a spiritual group. And we 
can’t make a problem out of it,” he said. 
Naturally, this declaration disappointed 
Blitar MUI, which was determined to 
prosecute PA for religious defamation 
based on article 156a of the criminal 
code. The effort failed as the prosecu-
tor ruled that PA was a spiritual group, 
not a religion. Thus PA members and 
leaders could not be sued, as has fre-
quently been the case with other devi-
ant sects considered guilty of religious 
defamation. 

Information from witnesses and PA 
members was seen by Blitar MUI as the 
reason why they could not take legal 
action against the sect. “Whereas the 
answers members gave were intend-
ed to deceive the prosecutor,” Su’udi 
 accused (okezone.com, 10/11). In antici-
pation of this, MUI had already issued a 
tausiyah (non legal advice) in regards to 
the deviance of the sect and sent it to a 
number of law enforcement institutes, 
yet received no meaningful response. 
“All we can do is to monitor them so 
that they don’t expand,” he explained. 

So what do locals residing near 

Jono think? “At first it was a kind of 
collective prayer like zikir (repeated 
 chanting of the confession of faith). 
However recently there has been col-
lection of money too,” said Imam Sop-
ingi, an elderly from Biluk village (Radar 
Tulungagung, 15/11).   

For Sopingi there have never been 
any complaints made by the commu-
nity in regards to disruptive activities 
by Jono and his followers, or attempts 
to influence other villagers to join the 
group. “So yeah, we’ve just let them be. 
I myself don’t understand how this can 
be such a big thing in the newspapers 
because there isn’t a problem here,” he 
explained. Jono, Sopingi said, was just 
an ordinary person who often worked 
in the rice paddies. 

Harini, Jono’s wife, said that her hus-
band did not run any weird activities 
nor did he take advantage of others. 
“It’s just as per normal. He doesn’t play 
around. Sometimes guests visit. Right 
from the beginning many guests came. 
Usually the sick or people who wanted 
to travel,” she added. 

M

Probolinggo MUI Intervenes to Resolve Black Magic Issue
Nurun Nisa’

Probolinggo MUI has intervened 
in order to resolve an issue con-
cerning black magic, suspected 

of having caused the death of Mat Lawi 
Badri, a resident of Kalibuntu village in 
Kraksaan, Probolinggo. The curse was 
said to have been made by Muinah un-
der order from Musi, Mat Lawi’s neigh-
bour. It caused Mat Lawi to fall sick, and 
eventually die. Probolinggo MUI inter-
vened after Kraksaan MUI was unable 
to resolve the issue. 

Probolinggo MUI urged Kalibuntu 
villagers to remain calm and not be 
quick to accuse others of possessing 
black magic powers. “Power in black 
magic cannot be physically proven in 
this world. Proof is in the afterlife,” ex-
plained the director of Probolinggo 
MUI, KH Saiful Islam (Surabaya Post, 
23/11). While black magic cannot be 
proven in this world, victims are often 
approached by those suspected of 

practicing black magic against them. 
For instance, before dying Mat Lawi 
claimed that Musi and Mainah often 
visited in his dreams. However, for the 
kiai this was not enough evidence. 

“The dream could just as easily 
come from Satan or be because of his 
feelings,” explained one manager of the 
Zainul Hasan pesantren. If the accused 
denied having black magic powers, he 
said, people must believe that no black 
magic was involved. If on the other 
hand the accused had indeed been 
practicing black magic, they would be 
punished in the hereafter. Kiai Saiful 
also stressed that death is in the hand 
of God, and does not depend on hu-
mans. 

Kiai Saiful more commonly known 
as Non Mbeng was grateful that al-
though the late Mat Lawi’s family and 
a number of locals were angry at Musi 
and Muinah, violence had not broken 

out. Police had also been ordered to 
intensify patrols in Kalibuntu. And in-
deed, peace was made. “As for peace, 
our family wants to maintain the peace 
so long as those two leave Kalibuntu,” 
explained Fatimah, Mat Lawi’s daugh-
ter. 

After the arrival of Probolinggo 
MUI, Krakasaan MUI approached the 
deceased’s family. After praying for 
the deceased, MUI representatives ex-
plained that the death of the deceased 
was ordained by Allah, and was not 
due to black magic. They also asked the 
family to endure temptation.

For the future Kraksaan MUI im-
plored all parties not to jump to quick 
conclusions about things that were 
forbidden by both religious and for-
mal law. “If anything happens, keep 
promoting peaceful dialogue and de-
liberation. MUI is ready to resolve any 
issues related to Islamic law,” explained 
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KH Hasan Assadzili, director of Kraksaan 
MUI (Radar Bromo, 24/11). Just like Kiai 
Saiful, Kiai Hasan also advocated peace, 
but Mat Lawi’s family stuck by their ul-
timatum. 

After the arrival of MUI, Kiai Hasan 
declared that the situation in Kalibuntu 
was under control. Village chief of Kali-
buntu, H Akbar, concurred. “Praise be to 
God, everything is safe. The situation is 
conducive. Hopefully it will always be 
safe and conducive,” he said. Akbar also 
thanked the ulama who helped spread 
awareness amongst the community 
and also helped police secure the area. 

The incident was triggered by the 
death of Mat Lawi Badri, who died af-
ter being sick for more than a year. He 

was often approached by Musi and 
Mainah in her dreams. Their visits were 
interpreted as a sign that they were the 
cause of her sickness. News spread, and 
eventually locals attacked Musi’s house, 
located opposite Mat Lawi’s house, be-
cause they were unwilling to accept 
anyone possessing black magic pow-
ers. Fortunately no damage was done 
as police were able to take control of 
the situation. 

Prior to this, police admitted that 
they had tried to meet with both par-
ties to resolve the issue. “Before the in-
cident occurred we had tried to meet 
with them both. At the time there was 
also a doctor examining Mat Lawi Badri, 
and he said that he was experiencing 

complications. He suffered from a heart 
attack, hypertension and diabetes,” 
said Police Commissioner Bambang, 
from Kraksaan police (beritajatim.com, 
16/11). 

The doctor’s explanation, Bambang 
said, should have neutralised the issue of 
black magic, but failed to do so. As with 
Mat Lawi’s family, locals also want Musi 
and Mainah to leave Kalibuntu village. 
Both have apparently been quick to do 
so. Musi, Akbar said, has moved to her 
family’s house in Bago village, Gading 
and has already taken her belongings. 
Mainah too, has made arrangements to 
move in with one of her children in Mo-
jokerto, yet her belongings still remain 
in Kalibuntu. M

Aid Controversy over Padang Earthquake 
Nurun Nisa’

Humanitarian aid from Israeli 
students in the form of 19 kilo-
grams of medicine valued at Rp 

5 billion sent via the West Sumatera 
HMI Coordination Board has sparked 
controversy. It has been criticized by 
several parties, including West Sumat-
era MUI and some HMI (Islamic Stu-
dents’ Association) members. 

West Sumatera MUI said that the so 
called humanitarian aid could not be 
justified because Israelis had treated 
Palestinian Muslims in a brutal manner. 
“We cannot justify the aid even though 
it has been sent for humanitarian rea-
sons because the brutal way in which 
Israel has treated Palestinian Muslims 
cannot be forgiven,” Buya H Gusri-
zal Ghazar emphasised (hariansib.com, 
02/11). MUI considers the involvement 
of HMI headquarters to have opened 
up a working relationship between 
Indonesian Muslims and Israel, even 
though all Indonesian Muslims should 
hold the same view, namely that the 
aid should be rejected so that Israel is 
made aware that Indonesian Muslims 
are angered by their uncivilised actions 
in Palestine. In addition, MUI feels that 
the aid will influence society’s faith. 

Besides MUI, criticism has also 
been made by the secretary general of 
Formis (The West Sumateran Muslim 
Mass Organisation Forum) Ustadz Ibnu 

Aqil D Ghani. He feels that the aid hurts 
the hearts of Indonesian Muslims. He 
also doubts that the aid actually comes 
from Israel, arguing that it may just be 
a guise. Indonesian Muslims, Ustadz 
Ibnu Aqil said, were capable of giving 
aid, and thus did not need to receive 
aid from Israel. 

Criticism has emerged from within 
HMI itself, condemning Central HMI 
policies. In the HMI meeting of com-
missioners in Padang (29/10) an agree-
ment was reached to return the aid 
within two days. The director of the 
HMI Economic Commission of the An-
dalas University, Mirfan Thaskal Fadillah, 
even threatened the general director of 
HMI headquarters, Arief Musthofa, and 
the general head of the West Sumatera 
HMI Coordination Board, Epaldi Bahar, 
who said that the aid was not from Is-
rael but from Israeli students residing in 
Singapore and Canada. 

Mirfan added that it was not appro-
priate that the aid be sent to West Su-
matera, whose population was largely 
Muslim. “There are many reasons why 
it is not appropriate that the aid be 
accepted, including because the Is-
raeli military is guilty of mass killings 
of Palestinian Muslims and the Zion-
istic country is clearly a war criminal 
and enemy of Islam,” he added. In ad-
dition, he argued, receiving aid from 

Israel indirectly meant acknowledging 
the existence of a sovereign Israeli na-
tion-state, even though the Indonesian 
state does not acknowledge it. 

In response to this criticism, 
 Arief Musthofa explained that HMI 
 accepted the medicine as a form of 
 humanitarian aid. “Because this is purely 
a humanitarian act and nothing more, 
we have accepted the aid and dis-
tributed it,” Arief explained (VIVAnews, 
26/10). The West Sumatera HMI Coordi-
nation Board argued likewise, empha-
sising that the aid would not change 
HMI’s stance, which condemns Israel’s 
treatment of the Palestinians. “For hu-
manitarian reasons HMI condemns Is-
rael’s actions against Palestine and it is 
also for humanitarian reasons that we 
accept the aid from Israeli students re-
siding in Singapore and Canada to be 
distributed to earthquake victims in 
West Sumatera,” Epaldi Bahar explained 
(hariansib.com, 02/11). 

In order to emphasise that the aid 
was not from the Israeli state or govern-
ment, Epaldi explained the chronology 
of events leading to the acceptance 
of the medicine. The aid from Israeli 
students was given in response to an 
announcement on the HMI website 
 calling for humanitarian aid from the 
international world to help earthquake 
and mudslide victims in Pariaman, 
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 Padang. After in-depth investigation, 
the aid was eventually sent via the West 
Sumatera HMI Coordination Board. 
HMI headquarters organised the arrival 
of the aid from the airport through to 
its examination by the Food and Medi-
cine Monitoring Board in which it was 
passed as acceptable and sent on to 
the Pariaman Regional Hospital, which 
at the time was short on medicine. 

So how has the aid been received 
by the hospitals? The director of the 
Natural Disaster Prevention Section of 
Pariaman hospital, Syafrudin Tamar, has 
no issues with the origin of the aid. “We 
don’t make an issue out of it. What’s 
important is that it’s labelled halal, and 
then we distribute it,” Syafrudin said 
(VIVAnews, 26/10). The aid, he added, 
would be sent to hospitals in Pariaman 
and a number of health clinics in the 
area. 

Similarly to Syafrudin, the mayor 
of Padang said that aid should not 
be connected to politics. In times of 
emergencies such as was the case 
in West Sumatera, such political atti-
tudes had to go. “Even in the Geneva 
convention, politics is sidelined and 

injured enemies have to be treated. 
The primary foundation is humanity, 
not religion, and not politics,” he added 
(tvone.co.id, 03/11). As a consequence 
he respectfully asked MUI to correct its 
political attitude. 

In the end the polemic continued 
until an “agreement” was reached; the 
aid was withdrawn and confiscated 
by MUI before it had been used. The 
confiscation of medicine for fevers, 
coughs and wounds produced in 
the Netherlands and other European 
countries from hospitals in Pariaman 
was witnessed by several parties, 
 including Hendra Saputra (assistant 
secretary general of HMI headquar-
ters), Zulkifli Zakaria (head of the Paria-
man MUI Fatwa Commission), Sofyan 
Jamil (head of Pariaman PPI), and Aris 
Munandar (member of Pariaman par-
liament) as well as Syafruddin Tamar 
and Dr Sjahrial Haroes from the Paria-
man Hospital. “We find it necessary to 
emphasise that HMI has made no deal 
whatsoever with those sending the aid 
or with Israel, and the aid we distribute 
is not in the form of money but in the 
form of medicine,” Hendra said (Padang 

Ekspress, 03/11). 
Who knows to what agreement he 

was referring. After the confiscation 
HMI was very disappointed with MUI, 
arguing that MUI was inconsistent if its 
reason for rejecting the aid for earth-
quake victims was based on Israeli ac-
tions in Palestine. 

If this was true, then MUI should 
have displayed a similar attitude when 
accepting aid from the United States, 
German and Australia, all of which were 
involved in the wars on Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Padang HMI also expressed 
a similar attitude, basing their views 
on Law No 24/2007 on disaster relief, 
which states that Indonesia can receive 
international aid, including from Israel. 

In addition, MUI’s reason for 
 rejecting the aid was also felt to have 
been fabricated and politicised. For Riki 
Eka Putra, Padang HMI Cadre Instructor, 
the aid should have been seen purely 
as aid. If items desperately needed by 
earthquake victims become politicised, 
then they are once again the victims 
who have to suffer the consequences. 

M

Al-Nazir on the Brink of Deviance
Syamsu Rijal Adh’an 

Yet another religious group in 
South Sulawesi has been tar-
geted by the government, with 

authorities monitoring their activities. 
This time the group is al-Nazir, a reli-
gious group located in Mawang (Ma-
wang Lake) in Gowa, South Sulawesi. 

Al-Nazir does, according to Sapril-
lah, a researcher for the Makassar De-
partment of Religious Affairs’ Research 
and Development Division, in many 
ways follow religious practices that 
resemble Shia. Al-Nazir was originally 
brought from Palopo to Gowa by Dae-
ng Rangka. If examined, although re-
sembling Shia, the group differs in sev-
eral matters, including in their belief of 
the messiah. Al-Nazir members believe 
that the messiah is KH Syamsuri who 
was once present in Makassar and is 
considered by some to be Kahar Muza-
kkar. For members of al-Nazir, KH Syam-
suri was the first to bring the teaching 
to Indonesia. 

Saprillah says that in terms of their 
religious practices the al-Nazir group 
cannot be categorised as deviant. They 
pray like other Muslims. They only differ 
slightly in determining the time of their 
prayers. For instance they say that the 
Zuhur prayer is to begin when shadows 
are twice the length of the height of 
the actual object that casts them. Usu-
ally however, Zuhur prayers are held 
when a shadow’s length is the same 
as the height of the object that casts 
it. Similarly with Subuh and Maghrib 
prayers, they also use classic methods, 
measuring Maghrib by the moment 
when they can no longer see their hair. 
They do not want to use clocks to de-
termine prayer times. The same applies 
for determining the start of Ramadan 
and Idul Fitri. They use their own calcu-
lations, and often begin two days be-
fore most Muslims. 

In everyday life the al-Nazir group 
is known for its independence. They 

raise livestock, farm fish, and have es-
tablished plantations and a living com-
plex. They are also known for looking 
after the environment. They use no 
 electricity, preferring natural sources 
of light. They also do not school their 
children in public schools, but have 
 established their own education sys-
tem within their complex. According to 
one al-Nazir elder, the system follows 
that implemented by the Prophet.

Locals residing nearby the al-Na-
zir complex have never felt disturbed 
by the group. In fact even during Idul 
Fitri, which the al-Nazir group cele-
brates two days early, the community 
has no problems. Daeng Rewa, a local 
resident, even told how the locals were 
prepared to make sure the group could 
safely go about its Idul Fitri celebra-
tions, regardless of the fact that they 
were held early. 

So why did the authorities start 
monitoring them? According to Jamaris, 
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assistant director of Gowa FKUB, the is-
sue began when the government (the 
regent of Gowa, Ikhsan Yasin Limpo) 
invited al-Nazir to discuss their reli-
gious beliefs. Al-Nazir (Daeng Rangka) 
rejected the invitation, as he felt that 
if the government wanted to talk to 
him then they should make the time 
to visit al-Nazir. This, of course, enraged 
the regent. Although discussions were 
eventually held after Hamzah, another 
al-Nazir member, took the initiative, the 
regent eventually instructed authori-
ties to monitor the group. According 

to Jamaris, if even one person from the 
group does something to disrupt other 
locals the government will take imme-
diate action against the group.

Another matter that has become 
an issue is that the group is teaching 
its members self defence. The govern-
ment has questioned why the group 
has to practice such things. What do 
they want to use self defence for? The 
government, according to Jamaris, has 
even suspected al-Nazir of being re-
lated to transnational Islamic networks. 
“Their leaders own cars, where did they 

get the money from if not from over-
seas?” he asked.

However Saprillah is not convinced, 
especially in relation to accusations 
that the group is connected to inter-
national terrorist networks. He feels the 
self defence is quite normal, just like it is 
with Pagar Nusa in NU. The interesting 
thing with al-Nazir, Saprillah says, is that 
they have tried to develop their own 
economy. Their success has meant that 
they are quite strong, and do not de-
pend on anyone else, the government 
included.  M

Makassar Mayor Supports KPPSI in Applying Islamic Law 
Nurun Nisa’  

The Preparation Committee for En-
forcement of Islamic Law (KPPSI) 
of North Sulwesi intends to apply 

Islamic law to individual neighbour-
hood association units. Their intentions 
have received support from the Makas-
sar Mayor, Ilham Arief Sirajuddin. “I give 
my full support if they wish to imple-
ment Islamic law in their neighbour-
hood association units. It will make the 
units examples for implementation 
of Islamic law in Makassar,” he said, as 
quoted in Seputar Indonesia. 

Ilham gave positive examples of 
Islamic values within the community, 
such as sharing, maintaining a clean 
environment, paying zakat, and help-
ing one another. 

On the other hand, he criticized 
the KPPSI movement for initially 
 being highly demonstrative. This par-
ticular attitude caused much concern 
amongst the community as, accord-
ing to Ilham, community members 
lacked sufficient understanding of the 
essence of Islamic law. They only knew 
that Islamic law was associated with 

cutting off hands and whipping. How-
ever, Ilham said, Islamic law can start 
with the most simplest of things, such 
as praying five times a day, sharing, 
and maintaining healthy social interac-
tions. 

Ilham went on to compare this with 
his own achievements, which involve 
taking several steps towards enforcing 
Islamic law through the introduction 
of the Alcohol Regulation, the Zakat 
Regulation and the requirement for 
school girls in Makassar to wear long 
skirts. “I did so in a manner that was not 
vulgar, and that was not exclusive, but 
that allowed for the protection of the 
community,” he said when speaking at 
the seminar “Penegakan Syariat Islam 
dalam Mewujudkan Rahmatan Lil Ala-
min dalam NKRI/Enforcing Islamic Law 
in Actualization of Rahmatan Lil Alamin 
in Indonesia”. 

KPPSI activist, Aswar Hasan, wel-
comed the mayor’s support, saying 
that such an open attitude in the 
 government was needed in order to 
spread Islamic values more widely 

throughout the community. 
KPPSI is an organisation formed in 

2001 that strives for the implementa-
tion of Islamic law. One of its leaders is 
Abdul Aziz Kahar Muzakkar, son of Kahar 
Muzakkar who was involved in the DI 
(Darul Islam)/TII (Tentara Islam Indone-
sia) rebellion. When it was first formed, 
KPPSI was the only organisation in the 
movement for formalisation of Islam 
in South Sulawesi. KPPSI as described 
by Subair Umam and Syamsul Pattinjo 
in “Pluralitas, Politik, dan Gerakan For-
malisasi Agama: Catatan Kritis atas For-
malisasi Agama di Maros dan Pangkep/
Pluralism, Politics, and the Movement 
of Religious Formalisation: A Critical 
Note of the Formalisation of Religion 
in Maros and Pangkep” (2007) is the pri-
mary promoter of Islamic regulations 
and Muslim villages or villages to be 
exemplified for their enforcement of Is-
lamic law. Initially they chose to pursue 
parliamentary means, but have since 
changed direction. 

M

SETARA Book Banned from Distribution 
Noor Rohman 

The destructive methods undertak-
en by the New Order government 
to ban the publication of books 

expressing undesired opinions are still 
being reproduced by several groups. 

Recently, a number of Gorontalo reli-
gious figures demanded that the book 
Berpihak dan Bertindak Intoleran/In-
tolerant Attitudes and Behaviour 
 published by the Setara Institute for 

Democracy and Peace not be distribut-
ed (Tempointeraktif.com, 17/11/2009). 
Many are still fond of protesting in such 
a way, rather than choosing the more 
elegant option of establishing their 
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own argument and critiquing the facts 
presented and the recommendations 
made in the book. 

Based on the pretext of causing 
social unrest, the Setara Institute was 
forced to stop reproducing the book 
and not to distribute it to the public 
on a national level. “We asked that the 
book stop being printed and that it be 
withdrawn from national circulation 
because it will only cause social unrest,” 
Abdul Kadin, a Muhammadiyah figure, 
said (Tempointeraktif.com, 17/11/2009).

The book proposed 11 general rec-

ommendations for the guarantee of re-
ligious freedom in Indonesia, including 
that President Susilo Bambang ¬Yud-
hoyono revoke the Joint Decree on 
Ahmadiyah. This recommendation was 
made as the decree formally and sub-
stantially contradicts legislation and the 
constitution, and clearly contributed to 
escalating the number of violations of 
religious freedom in 2008. It seems that 
this recommendation was crucial in 
considerations to ban the book. 

As reported by Tempointeraktif.com 
(17/11/2009), the Setara Institute re-

gards the ban coldly. Beny Soesetyo, 
Secretary of the Setara Institute’s Na-
tional Board, stated that the book was 
only a case study of acts of criminali-
sation and intolerance within the re-
ligious community in 2008 and was a 
limited edition for specific circles only. 
“We will take note of the outcome of 
the dialogue and those voices who are 
opposed to the book, but we will con-
tinue to revise the its contents,” he said, 
during the book review at the Grand 
City Hotel, Gorontalo.  M

AKI Zikir Congregation Receive Fatwa of Deviance
Badrus Samsul Fata 

On Monday morning, Sako Dis-
trict Head, Irwan Sazili, and 20 
police and army officers raided 

the house of Mahidin Izeddin A Gafar on 
Jalan Patahilang 4, RT/12, Sialang, Sako, 
Palembang. After asking some brief 
questions to Mahidin (alias Djidin), po-
lice then escorted him to police head-
quarters to interview him in regards to 
the controversy surrounding Amanat 
Keagungan Ilahi (AKI) teachings. Ma-
hidin was interviewed directly by the 
Palembang Police Intelligence Unit 
for Social and Cultural Issues, Police 
Commissioner Jonihar (Sriwijaya Post, 
24/11/2009). 

The events that led to Mahidin’s ar-
rest began with a report made by a res-
ident of Sialang, Palembang who had 
been disturbed by AKI activities. The 
resident submitted a report to the Sako 
District Head concerning AKI teachings, 
led by the great Imam, Mahidin alias 
Djidin (45), who is also a civil servant in 
the Palembang provincial secretariat. 
The Sialang resident reported that Ma-
hidin seemed to be spreading a new 
deviant sect in Palembang, South Su-
matera because his teachings were felt 
to contradict general Islamic teachings 
(Lampung Post, 23/11/2009).  

The report began with a rumour 
that various aspects of AKI teachings 
were thought to be indicative of devi-
ance, including: first, the teaching not 
to pray and fast; second, the teaching 
of just remembering God instead of 
performing regular worship; third, ritu-

al bathing between men and women; 
and fourth, reading a different confes-
sion of faith to what is convention-
ally read by Muslims  (Sumatra Ekspres, 
23/11/2009).

Obviously, confusion over the 
 matter produced varied reactions 
within the community. The first reac-
tion came from H Musyrif Suwardi, the 
South Sumateran Provincial Secretary 
and Mahidin’s manager. He said that 
after word of the accusations, Mahidin 
had been summoned to clarify things. 
Musrif added that he would coordi-
nate with the local MUI branch and 
the Department of Religious Affairs, 
as the case involved religious issues. 
Should MUI declare the teaching de-
viant, the Provincial Secretariat would 
take action against Mahidin (detik.com, 
23/11/2009).

Further testimony to AKI teach-
ings came from the Department of 
Religious Affairs Office in Banyuasin. 
According to the office the principles 
followed refer to Islamic norms, while 
the sect differs only in their rituals. 
Their primary source is still the Qur’an. 
However, the office added, if further 
developments found that Mahidin was 
teaching congregants that it was not 
compulsory to pray and fast they, and 
other rumours circulating in the com-
munity, would need to be investigated 
further. The office added that for some 
time now the Department of Religious 
Affairs had counselled AKI members, 
yet because the religious organisation 

had strong roots within society it was 
difficult for the Department of Reli-
gious Affairs to continue to monitor 
them (Sriwijaya Post, 23/11/209).   

The local MUI branch immediately 
formed a special team to investigate 
the AKI sect. The director of South Su-
matera MUI, K H Sodikun, added that in 
addition to seeking clarification from 
AKI leaders, the team was also asked 
specifically to investigate rumours 
about the deviant teachings Mahidin 
was teaching AKI members. Sodikun 
also emphasised that if in reality AKI 
was teaching congregants to not pray 
and fast, and involved ritual bathing 
between men and women, then it was 
clearly a deviant sect. If proven deviant, 
MUI would then issue a fatwa on the 
AKI sect and it would oversee it (Lam-
pung Post, 23/11/2009).

Results of the provisional investiga-
tion of the South Sumateran MUI Inves-
tigative Commission concluded that 
the rumour that AKI members were 
being encouraged not to pray and fast 
was actually a misinterpretation of AKI 
followers. This conclusion was reached 
after the secretary of the commission, 
Mahmud Jamhur, met and talked with 
Mahidin (Sumatra Ekspres, 24/11/2009). 

From their discussion Mahidin 
made it quite clear that AKI was not a 
sect, but a kind of tarekat (Sufi order). 
The order no longer teaches about 
praying and fasting to congregants, 
as it focuses on teaching how to wor-
ship through repeated chanting of the 
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confession of faith. Mahidin added that 
praying and fasting was left up to the 
congregation, and perhaps this was 
what had led to the misperception and 
misinterpretation of AKI (Lampung Post, 
23/11/2009). 

Mahidin also explained the history 
behind AKI teachings, which is not 
only present in South Sulawesi, Palem-
bang. He told how AKI teachings had 
spread to Riau, Padang, Medan, and 
several other areas. The order was es-
tablished for the first time in 1969 by 
Raden Usman bin Harun, who became 
more commonly known amongst AKI 
members as Muhammad Syamsu. Ma-
hidin also admitted that he had been 
an AKI member since 1978. In fact, he 
said, the group had had a presence in 
South Sumatera since 1969. The Sufi or-
der currently has around 300 members 
in South Sulawesi, with most being 
concentrated in Palembang (Lampung 
Post, 24/11/2009).

Ironically, the South Sumateran 
MUI’s Investigative Commission con-
tinued to see this as due to incor-
rect teaching methods. Mahmud, a 
South Sumatera MUI representative, 
 suggested that Mahidin also teach 
his congregation about praying and 
fasting. He also admitted he would 
seek information from several parties, 
including the local community, as to 

AKI activities. During their meeting, 
Mahmud also found out that the AKI 
congregation in South Sumatera was 
the largest in Indonesia (Sriwijaya Post, 
23/11/2009). 

In addition, MUI coordinated with 
the South Sumateran Religious Com-
munication Forum (FKUB) to study the 
AKI guide book. If any deviations were 
discovered, the AKI imam would be 
asked to explain things. It was still too 
early to classify AKI teachings as devi-
ant, as this required more extensive 
investigation, with all relevant parties 
and materials being examined (Sriwi-
jaya Post, 23/11/2009).

According to Palembang Police 
Commissioner Jonihar, Mahidin has 
 already been interviewed with inves-
tigators initially concluding that no 
proof had been found to say that AKI 
was deviant. Mahidin and other AKI 
members had been able to demon-
strate to investigators that they contin-
ue to believe in Prophet Muhammad, 
and that they fast and worship as per 
usual. They concluded that AKI had no 
connection with politics or faith, but 
was purely a Sufi order and a place for 
members to get together (Sumatra 
 Ekspres, 23/11/2009).

A week and much more controver-
sy later, AKI had continued to go about 
their activities when MUI threw every-

thing into a tumult. On December 2, 
2009 the South Sumateran branch of 
MUI issued fatwa number A-003/SKF/
MUI-SS/XII/2009 on the deviance of 
AKI. Head of the South Sumatera MUI 
Fatwa Commission, KH M Lutfi Izzu-
din, and Secretary HM Abu Dzar held 
a press conference, stating that based 
on facts discovered by the MUI Inves-
tigative Commission MUI would like 
to rectify their previous statement that 
AKI teachings did not teach followers 
not to pray and fast. In addition, they 
stated that AKI did not use the Qur’an 
and Sunna as the primary source of 
their teachings, but just as theological 
teachings (ANTARA News, 02/12/2009).  

All in all, the South Sumatera MUI 
fatwa consisted of five points: first, that 
AKI teachings were deviant and their 
development was banned in Palem-
bang in particular, and in South Sumat-
era in general; second, that society was 
banned from following AKI teachings, 
which are considered haram; third, 
that AKI members should immediately 
repent and return to the true Islam; 
forth, that AKI should stop all activi-
ties; and fifth, that all elements of the 
community, especially religious lead-
ers, should help in actively preventing 
the development of AKI (Antara News, 
02/12/2009).   M

Loud Loudspeakers Haram
Badrus Samsul Fata 

In going about religious activities, 
Islam highly recommends that 
 Muslims try their hardest not to 

 disturb others, both fellow Muslims 
and non-Muslims. Thus, the use of 
 excessively loud loudspeakers may 
well be forbidden (haram) despite 
good intentions, if it disturbs the peace 
and tranquillity of others. It was on this 
basis that the Hulusungai or “Benua 
Enam” MUI of South Kalimantan agreed 
to forbid excessive use of loud speakers 
(republika.co.id, 9/ 11/ 2009). 

The ruling only represents the 
collective agreement of the six MUI 
branches in South Kalimantan, and is 
not yet an official fatwa. “What we have 
is just an agreement between the 6 
South Kalimantan branches. It asks all 

mosques and prayer facilities to make 
sure that in praising the magnificence 
of Islam, such as in reading out the 
Qur’an and tahrim (prayer preceding 
the prayer call), they do so in the 15 
minutes before prayer calls,” said the 
head of the South Kalimantan MUI Fat-
wa Commission, Rusdiyansyah (inilah.
com, 17/11/2009). 

Nevertheless, this initiative repre-
sents a sensitive step in response to 
the pluralism present within society. 
It should be praised and supported to 
ensure that MUI plays a significant role 
in promoting tolerance in Indonesia.

Rusdi also explained that reading 
out readings from the Qur’an one hour 
before prayer times had both positive 
and negative elements. “It’s good for 

the greatness of Islam. But it is nega-
tive in that it is disruptive, especially for 
non-Muslims. It is a tough position, if 
we address the issue we anger people, 
if we don’t, we disrupt others.” Rusdi 
also explained that the step was by no 
means a ban against the use of loud-
speakers, but was just a regulation. 

This effort to regulate the use of 
loudspeakers in South Kalimantan 
should be exemplified in other regions 
as it is this kind of sensitivity that dis-
plays the ethical aspects of Islamic 
doctrine. Religious propagation that 
prioritizes public interests is much 
more effective and gains much more 
sympathy from others than use of vio-
lent means.  M



The Department of Information and Communications must revoke circular number 598/M. Kominfo/11/2009. A decision as 
to whether or not the blog insults Islam or not can only be made in a just and fair court. Blocking the blog will only have a 
negative impact on enforcement of the freedom to thought and opinion in Indonesia, a right guaranteed in legislation. It is 
time we stopped resorting to such methods. 
The government and security apparatus should be two institutions that stand firm in protecting citizens’ rights, including 
their right to choose their place of residence, or their right to move. An individual cannot be evicted from his/her place of 
residence only because he/she has been proclaimed, let alone accused of being, deviant. As a result the security apparatus 
should act more firmly against those who violate this by evicting groups purely because they are considered deviant, and not 
based on legal reason. 
The government must be urged not to make mass pressure a reason to make decisions or to discriminate against other 
groups, especially in the establishment of houses of worship. The government must be confident in the law and the constitu-
tion effective in Indonesia. The Bandung Administrative Court’s ruling against the cancellation of the Cinere HKBP Church’s 
permit by the Depok Mayor is a clear precedent that excuses of mass pressure cannot be justified.
All MUI branches must be urged to produce new fatwa that strengthen tolerance and respond to social problems that have 
real impacts on community life, especially by siding with the marginalised. 
Society must be continually invited to promote dialogue in facing difference. The request for Sabdo Kusumo to move and the 
ban on the distribution of the Setara book should not occur if difference is addressed through dialogue. In addition, looking 
at the case of Ahmadiyah’s eviction in Transito (West Lombok) shows that requests to leave or forced eviction and so on does 
not resolve the issue, but in fact often produces more issues. And as everyone knows, banning books does not decrease 
 readership, it only increases the number of those who read them far beyond what would have originally been the case. 
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It is clear that the Department of Information and Communication’s move to block the blog considered to insult the Prophet 
was excessive, and was in itself a violation of freedom of expression. It also ignored the principle of “presumed innocence”. 
The “charge” of insulting the Prophet and discrimination was laid without a just and fair “court process”, or at least serious 
 examination of the accusation. The block, implemented with circular number 598/M. Kominfo/11/2009 did not contain a 
clear argument as to what was meant by insulting and abusing Islam. Roy Suryo’s fear that it was a decision made purely 
based on the subjectivity of the minister may have some truth to it. Expression of religious freedom is certainly not a non-
derogable right. Rather, it can be limited, though restrictions must be established via legislation. Without adhering to this, the 
government only creates regulations that violate the law. 
The phenomena whereby groups and individuals considered deviant and disruptive are evicted, such as occurred with Sabdo 
Kusumo group amongst others, not only violates principles of religious freedom but also the fundamental rights of all citi-
zens to choose their place of residence, leave it, and return to it. This right is guaranteed in the 1945 constitution article 28E. 
 Although eviction might be based on “local law” which is protected in national law, in many cases the use of this local law as 
the basis of eviction is not relevant, as the majority of cases concerning deviance and eviction occur in large cities or in an 
urban environment. These places cannot be categorized as local communities with customs that must be protected.  
The cancellation of the building permit for Saint Mary’s Church by the Regent of Purwakarta due to mass pressure is worrying. 
The government is more scared of certain groups than it is interested in enforcing the law. The reason given for the move has 
no basis whatsoever, and is the reason why the administrative court in Bandung ruled in favour of the Cinere HKBP Church 
some time ago after they were shut down by the Mayor of Depok, Nurmahmudi Ismail. That case also had no legal basis and 
was not just. If decisions are to be made based on mass pressure, is it not like living under the law of the jungle?
In the midst of many MUI fatwa and declarations that clearly do not support tolerance, MUI arrived at a brilliant agreement in 
the Hulusungai region. They banned the use of excessively loud loudspeakers. The impact of these loudspeakers was thought 
to disturb non-Muslims, even though they have made no complaints to this effect. This is a positive step towards building 
tolerance and respect of the majority towards minority groups. This step could easily be adopted by MUI branches in other 
areas. 
The ban of the book in Gorontalo is proof that New Order type thinking is still being reproduced. The ban is a reflection of 
society that is anti-difference and anti-dialogue, and that likes to take short cuts—something that those who were critical of 
past rulers strove to eradicate during the reformation era. This kind of occurrence shows that there is little difference between 
us and those old rulers. 
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